
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meetings of the Public Committees on October 7, 2014.   

Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston called the Public Committee meeting to order. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper led the 

Pledge of Allegiance. All Aldermen were present.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan opened the Governmental Committee meeting and 

moved to accept the September 2014 Governmental Committee meeting minutes seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad 

Edmiston. Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of the Washington St. Tammany Electric Cooperative (WST) 

agreement summarizing points from the meeting between representatives from WST and the Town. One of the 

points discussed was the proposed 12 year term with an automatic 10 year renewal. The renewal is automatic 

only if WST’s rates per 1500kwh for residential customers did not exceed 15% over the average cost of other 

utility providers within the franchise area. Mr. Edward Deano, Town Attorney, expounded upon the 

compromises adding that there were a couple of further changes related to the priority protocol restoration 

directed by the Mayor. This would be replaced by a good faith effort on the part of WST to honor requests by 

the Mayor or his designee. A copy of the Public Service Commission rate index would be included as the 

standard by which to measure pricing. Mr. Deano went on to explain that the contract will allow for the 

purchase of WST assets by the Town under certain circumstances at replacement cost less depreciation in lieu 

of at cost. Alderman Berrigan moved to favorably recommend the document for adoption with the discussed 

changes seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.   

Mayor Lemons began the discussion of the two presented resolutions supporting Louisiana Constitutional 

Amendments #3 and #10. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper shared her views and support of Constitutional 

Amendment #3 explaining the amendment would allow a third party contractor to handle the sale of adjudicated 

movable and immovable property for the municipality. Alderman Berrigan moved to favorably recommend the 

resolution in support of Constitutional Amendment #3, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston. Alderman 

Berrigan opened discussion of Constitutional Amendment #10 and moved to open the committee as a whole, 

seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston. Mr. Deano summarized points of Amendment #10 noting the 

redemptive period for delinquent abandoned and blighted properties from thirty-six to eighteen months. Mayor 

Pro Tem Flad Edmiston communicated her personal experience with an inherited property adding that she is 

sympathetic to residents who have to deal with the problem of blighted property in their neighborhoods. 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper stated she would be unable to support Constitutional Amendment #10 citing 

property owner rights as her priority. Alderman Blitch Welliver asked for a definition of what constitutes a 

blighted property and further details regarding procedures and how long the process would take. Mr. Deano 

read the definition from the state statute and pointed out that owners of blighted properties receive a hearing and 

several notices prior to a blighted declaration. It was mentioned that with the tax sale or adjudication generally 

occurring approximately six months after delinquency and an eighteen month redemptive period, property 

owners appear to have a minimum of two years to fulfill their tax obligations and redeem their properties. 



Alderman Berrigan offered a motion to move the item forward without recommendation, seconded by Mayor 

Pro Tem Flad Edmiston who added she needed more time for research. 

Mayor Lemons presented information to the Board related to his Proclamation of “Red Ribbon Week” in Abita 

Springs beginning October 23rd and concluding October 30th. PRIDE (Parental Resource Institute for Drug 

Education) has asked government, business, and schools to support them in their efforts to raise awareness of 

drug dangers and to participate with a display of red ribbons, balloons, and decorations. 

Alderman Berrigan moved to close the Governmental Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad 

Edmiston. 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Patterson moved to open the Infrastructure Committee 

meeting and accept the September 2014 Infrastructure Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman 

Kilpatrick-Harper. Alderman Patterson opened discussion of the Act of Dedication of the Villas. Town 

Engineer, Jean Thibodeaux was asked to address the topic. Mr. Thibodeaux addressed the road bond and 

recommended $10,000.00. He noted the agreement is a three party agreement between the Homeowner’s 

Association, the Developer, and the Town. Alderman Patterson moved to introduce Instrument 2014-007 at the 

October 21st Town Council Meeting 

Mr. Thibodeaux began his presentation of the different types of lighting suggested for the Town Center 

Lighting Project. The two lighting design options offered lights were either pendant or acorn style. The 

Aldermen expressed their preference for the pendant style communicating that it appeared more durable. 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper asked if additional lights could be added in the future. Mr. Thibodeaux responded 

that the project should illuminate the entire walk.   

Alderman Patterson moved to close the Infrastructure Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-

Harper.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee meeting and 

accept the September 2014 Finance Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.   

Alderman Blitch Welliver presented the proposed 2015 Budget and the August 2014 Financial Report for 

consideration.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the Finance Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad 

Edmiston.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Alderman 

Patterson. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 7th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2014. 

 

                                 ______________________                                           ____________________ 

           Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                              Greg Lemons, Mayor 


