
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meetings of the Public Committees on June 2, 

2015.  Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called the meeting to order and Alderman Berrigan led the pledge of 

allegiance. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper advised that she would like to add a note of discussion at the end of 

the meeting. 

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee 

meeting and to accept the May 2015 Public Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick-Harper.  

 Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper opened discussion of the Abita Farmer’s Market. The Mayor Pro 

Tem explained that even after much discussion she finds that there is a lack of clarity related to the process 

and the relationships between the Town, the Farmer’s Market, and the Abita Grows Initiative. Aldermen 

Berrigan, Curtis and Blitch Welliver expressed concern over the Town’s relationship with the market and 

potential liability. The Aldermen offered that it might be prudent to turn the market over to Mr. Norman and 

the Abita Grows Initiative. Mayor Lemons said that he does not understand what is unclear and where 

potential liability exists. Alderman Blitch Welliver reviewed Farmer’s Market documents and pointed out that 

references go back and forth between   the Town, the Market, and the Abita Grows Initiative. Alderman Blitch 

Welliver suggested a meeting with the Finance Clerk, Niki Mendow, to review record keeping procedures. 

Alderman Berrigan reiterated the consensus of the Board stating the entanglement of entities creates an 

undesirable relationship and that ideally the Town would be best served by removing itself from involvement. 

Alderman Berrigan again suggested the solution is to turn management of the market over to Mr. Norman and 

the Abita Grows Initiative. Several local residents communicated their disappointment with the availability of 

fresh produce, market management, and the lack of a clearly delineated plan outlining goals and benefits of 

the market. Local resident, Evette Randolph, emphasized the importance of board management asking 

whether the Farmer’s Market and the Abita Grows Initiative were managed through a board or a committee. 

Mayor Lemons reminded everyone that the transfer of management would likely mean the loss of the 

matching SNAP grant funding and said that at this time he is not prepared to transfer management of the 

market.  

 Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of the Tree Ordinance with remarks related to ordinance 

objectives. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper commented on the existing ordinance stating that while the 

ordinance might require small adjustments the overall content is good. Discussion proceeded with mention of 

the recent passage of a resolution authorizing the selection of Maggie Gleason Trenery as the Town Tree 

Inspector. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper communicated it was her intent that the resolution become part 

of the law. Mayor Lemons directed attention to section 9-704 of the code regarding the tree inspector and his or 

her duties. Alderman Berrigan stated he would like to see the tree inspector responsible for all tree cutting 

decisions. Local residents expressed frustration reporting a lack of compliance with certain aspects of the Tree 



Ordinance and the perception of preferential treatment. Specific points raised by residents included training 

requirements, the compensatory replacement tree provision of the tree ordinance, and potential tree associated 

drainage problems. Mayor Lemons again turned attention to the ordinance explaining that a tree removal 

permit is not required unless the subject tree is “protected” and is over a certain size or when there is interest 

in removing more than five trees. Further, it was added, that the aforementioned criteria applies only to 

previously developed parcels. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper brought out a related point advising that since the 

Board’s last meeting she has learned that the Department of Transportation and Development is responsible 

for some of the reported roadside spraying. Alderman Berrigan advised that the Tree Ordinance prohibits the 

spraying of any gaseous liquid or solid substance harmful to trees, which will come in contact with public 

trees.  A local resident reported that his family’s recent experience with the Town and tree removal worked 

well. He reported that his overall experience was positive, that the proper checks and balances appear to be in 

place, and that the tree inspection at his property was performed by the tree inspector. Additional comment 

included the observation that sometimes the process seems to work and sometimes it doesn’t, adding that we 

should strive to see that it consistently works properly.   

 Mayor Lemons opened discussion of a resolution in support of solar energy. Alderman Berrigan stated 

the use of solar panels is subject to historic commission oversight and placement is not allowed on the street 

side of a house.  Historic Commission Chairman, Ron Blitch, commented that the historic commission fully 

supports solar energy but does have guidelines regarding the placement of solar panels. The Mayor explained 

that the topics of solar energy net metering and tax credits have been brought before the State Legislature for 

review. A favorable resolution by the Board will make the position of the Town of Abita Springs known. 

Alderman Blitch Welliver concluded that the referenced support for solar energy included in Historic 

Guidelines could be used to accomplish the same purpose. The consensus of the Aldermen was that a 

resolution was unnecessary. 

 Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper advised those in attendance that it was time to make the annual 

selection of the Town’s Official Journal. The Mayor Pro Tem explained that public entities are required to 

advertise certain activities using the example of our recently adopted millages, adding that the St. Tammany 

Farmer is widely used throughout the parish. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper recommended the resolution 

selecting the St. Tammany Farmer as the Town’s Official Journal move forward to the Town Council meeting, 

seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

 Mayor Lemons opened discussion of interest in a resolution supporting the use of golf carts in Town. 

Alderman Blitch Welliver answered she would not be interested in pursuing such a resolution. Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick Harper provided insight into possible conflict with existing state law. A local resident related her 

experience stating she uses a golf cart to transport her disabled child in her neighborhood and suggested that it 

might be best that no undue attention be brought to the topic. Aldermen agreed and no further action was 

recommended.        

Alderman Berrigan. moved to close the Governmental Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick-Harper. 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Infrastructure Committee 

Meeting and accept the May 2015 Infrastructure Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman Curtis.  

 Mayor Lemons suggested an ordinance giving the right of way to pedestrians in properly marked 

crosswalks. The Aldermen expressed interest in learning more and requested the Mayor provide additional 

information regarding details of the language of the ordinance.   

Alderman Berrigan moved to close the Infrastructure Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Curtis. 



FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and 

accept the May 2015 Finance Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.   

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the Finance Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick-Harper.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development 

Committee Meeting and to accept the May 2015 meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.   

 Alderman Blitch Welliver related an account of a recent visit to a new local business. Communication 

with the new business owner revealed challenges faced in the start-up process. Alderman Blitch Welliver 

suggested a one-stop information sheet be prepared and made available on our website and at Town Hall. 

Alderman Blitch Welliver went on to explain the importance of a residential commercial checklist. Mayor Pro 

Tem Kilpatrick-Harper and Alderman Berrigan suggested this should be a function of Planning and Zoning. 

Mayor Lemons agreed to update the current information and suggested the documents be made available on 

the website and in the front office. 

 Alderman Curtis moved to amend the agenda to add a discussion of the recent business meeting, 

seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Mayor Lemons advised the meeting was an effort to restart the Abita 

Business Association.  The Mayor said a guest speaker was invited along with 63 local businesses. Alderman 

Curtis asked if the date of the next meeting has been set. The Mayor answered that the next  meeting will be 

held at Town Hall on Wednesday, July 8th at 6pm and advised that all local businesses are invited to attend. 

 Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper made a request related to an e-mail from the Mayor, which 

indicated informational e-mails would be directed to relevant committee chairs and committee members to 

disseminate as needed. The Mayor Pro Tem asked that the e-mails be sent or copied to all of the Aldermen. 

The Mayor explained that he felt the system would simplify the process and be less burdensome. Mayor Pro 

Tem Kilpatrick-Harper reiterated that her preference was to be included in all correspondence and that she 

would like to determine for herself what communication was important to her. Alderman Berrigan agreed and 

respectfully requested that he receive copies of all Board related emails. Mayor Lemons repeated his intent was 

to make the process easier. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper stressed that it is important to be aware of issues 

even when they relate to other committees going on to say that when Abita residents ask questions of their 

Aldermen they expect them to have answers. Mayor Lemons said he understood and would oblige their 

request confirming that Board communication would no longer be targeted only to the involved committee.   

Alderman Curtis moved to close the Economic Development Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman 

Berrigan.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick-Harper. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 2nd DAY OF JUNE 2015. 

 

                                 ______________________                                           ____________________ 

                                  Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                         Greg Lemons, Mayor 

 


