
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meetings of the Public Committees on January 6, 
2015.  The meeting was preceded by the swearing-in of the Mayor and each member of the Board of 
Aldermen followed by a brief reception.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called the meeting to order. Alderman Berrigan led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Lemons welcomed Sergeant Allen Williams to Abita Springs in his capacity as the St. Tammany Parish 
Sheriff’s Office Liaison. Sergeant Williams expressed appreciation and said he is looking forward to working 
with everyone. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper announced that as a courtesy to those waiting to conduct 
official business the training portion of the meeting would be held at the conclusion of the meeting.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper announced the selected chairperson and 
member of each committee as follows: Governmental Committee Chair, Alderman Berrigan with Mayor Pro 
Tem Member Kilpatrick-Harper; Infrastructure Committee Chair, Alderman Murphy with Alderman Member 
Berrigan: Finance Committee Chair, Alderman Blitch Welliver with Mayor Pro Tem Member Kilpatrick-Harper. 
Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper added that once the agenda item related to the formation of the Economic 
Development Committee is adopted that Alderman Curtis will chair the committee with Alderman Murphy as 
member. Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee meeting and to accept the 
December 2014 Governmental Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. 

 Mayor Lemons opened discussion of the Planning and Zoning recommendation to revoke the unopened 
portion of Walker St., east of Caroline St. (Instrument 2015-002) and the included request to look into 
drainage issues at the location. The Mayor invited the Town Engineer, Jean Thibodeaux to offer his 
observations related to drainage. Mr. Thibodeaux directed attention to his prepared presentation of 
elevation and contour maps and proposed drainage improvements including the addition of a culvert on 
Walker near Minkler St. Mayor Lemons advised that drainage improvements in the area are necessary 
regardless of the proposed revocation. Local residents and adjoining property owners Mr. and Mrs. 
Wheeler asked for clarification of certain aspects of the plan and voiced concerns related to any plan 
which would exacerbate already existing drainage and water retention issues on their property. 
Alderman Berrigan moved to open the committee as a whole and moved to favorably recommend the 
revocation of the undeveloped portion of Walker St east of Caroline St.; both motions were seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper and the supporting vote was unanimous. Alderman Berrigan moved to 
close the committee as a whole, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.       

 Mayor Lemons presented the appointments of the Town Clerk, Town Marshal, Town Attorney, Planning 
& Zoning Board Commissioners, Historic Board Commissioners, Magistrates, and Prosecutors to the 
Board of Alderman for their approval. Alderman Curtis asked if there is a requirement that Historic and 
Planning and Zoning Commissioners are residents of the Town. No conclusive answer was determined 
and it was suggested to move forward with the business at hand and that the answer be provided at a 
later time. Alderman Berrigan moved to favorably recommend the resolutions for approval, seconded by 
Mayor Pro-Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  



 Alderman Berrigan yielded to Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper for the discussion of Instrument 2015-001 
to amend Code Section 2-102 (b) related to the “Standing Committees,” adding an Economic 
Development Committee. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper noted that after a discussion with the Mayor 
it was concluded that four committees would better serve the community. Alderman Berrigan moved to 
favorably recommend to amend section 2-102(b) adding an Economic Development Committee, 
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

Alderman Berrigan moved to close the Governmental Committee Meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Kilpatrick-Harper.  

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee Meeting and 
accept the December 2014 Infrastructure Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.  

 Alderman Murphy announced the date, time, and location of the Street Improvement and Overlay 
Committee meeting and invited all those interested to attend.  

  Alderman Murphy yielded to Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper for a discussion of Abita Springs Vision 
2020 asking if anyone in attendance knew details of the project. Discussion ensued including reference 
to state and parish sponsored projects. Mayor Lemons responded that he participated in discussions 
for a long-term plan related to maintenance assets among other topics but that to his recollection the 
committee recommendations were never formally adopted. The Mayor stated he would make further 
inquiry to determine if there are any existing reports or documents.  

Alderman Murphy motioned to close the Infrastructure Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and accept 
the December 2014 Finance Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.   

Alderman Blitch Welliver directed the Alderman’s attention to the 2014 October Financial report.    

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the Finance Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Kilpatrick-Harper. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper noted the conclusion of official business and the start of a 
training presentation  on the topic of ethics conducted by the Mayor and another covering the open meeting 
laws, records, and procedures conducted by Town Attorney, Edward Deano.  

At the conclusion of the training presentations Alderman Murphy moved to close the meeting of the Public 
Committees, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 6th DAY OF JANUARY 2015. 

 

                                 ______________________                                           ____________________ 

                                  Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                              Greg Lemons, Mayor 


