
 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meeting of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen on 

May 19, 2015 at the Town Hall in Abita Springs. Mayor Lemons called the meeting to order at 6pm. The Mayor 

introduced District 5 Parish Council candidate, Rykert Toledano. Mr. Toledano spoke to attendees regarding his 

qualifications for councilman. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

Mayor Lemons opened the public hearing to adopt a  RESOLUTION LEVYING THE SAME TAX MILLAGE RATES IN 

2015 AS THE 2014 RATES ON ALL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION IN THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS. The Mayor 

read the entire resolution detailing the amount and distribution of the millages. The resolution authorized the proper 

St. Tammany Parish administrative officials to spread the taxes upon the assessment roll for 2015 and to collect the 

taxes on behalf of the Town.  The Mayor asked for public comment. There were no comments from the public or 

the Aldermen.  

Mayor Lemons opened the hearing to adopt  INSTRUMENT 2015-003 AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 454 

ADOPTING AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 01, 

2014 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014, ADJUSTMENT TO SECTIONS VII. AND XIX. The Mayor explained that 

negative budget variances exceeding 5% must be reported and addressed in a budget amendment, adding that while 

expenses in sections VII. and XIX. exceeded that budgeted by 5%, income also increased. Responding to a question 

posed by former Alderman Flad Edmiston, Mayor Lemons explained that the overage in expenses was the result of 

increased costs associated with infrastructure repairs.  

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to close the hearings, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Vote was: Yeas: 4, 

Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Murphy. Nays: 0, Absent: 1, Alderman Blitch Welliver, 

Abstain: 0. 

Alderman Berrigan gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance was led by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. 

ROLL CALL: 

Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Murphy were present. Alderman Blitch Welliver was absent.  

The Mayor called for agenda modifications. Alderman Berrigan moved to include a discussion of the Tree 

Ordinance, seconded by Alderman Curtis.  Vote was unanimous.  Yeas: 4, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-

Harper, and Murphy. Nays: 0, Absent: 1, Alderman Blitch Welliver, Abstain: 0. 

STPSO: 
Lieutenant Williams gave a brief report of activities including the investigation of a local robbery and the theft of 

bicycles within Town limits. The Lieutenant added that recently, special attention has been focused on littering 

problems occurring on the Trace. 



 

 

 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to accept the April 21, 2015 Town Council meeting minutes, seconded by  

Alderman Murphy. Vote was: Yeas: 4, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Murphy. Nays: 0, 

Absent: 1, Alderman Blitch Welliver, Abstain: 0. 

FIRE DISTRICT 8: 

Chief Gorrondona reported that Station 82 accepted delivery of the new pumper truck and reviewed monthly call 

statistics.      

TOWN MARSHAL: 

Marshal Candilora went over monthly calls and answered questions related to the accumulation of junk/debris in 

residential yards. Local residents asked if the Marshal routinely inspects the Historic District to determine whether 

residents comply with local ordinances. The Marshal advised that while he does patrol the area he relies upon 

residents to report problems which are not always apparent. The Mayor requested that residents please assist the 

Town by reporting problems.    

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  

The Mayor updated residents on several projects including the sidewalk lighting project, the Harrison Rd extension, 

and the handicap access to the park playground funded by the Friends of the Park. Mayor Lemons informed those 

in attendance that a local resident was ordered to halt fill activities on his property due to a projected negative 

drainage impact to the Southwind area. Local resident, John Preble asked the Mayor and Board if they were aware 

of sewage back up problems associated with heavy rain events such as those recently experienced in the Town. 

Mayor Lemons advised Mr. Preble that $150,000.00 has been designated for improvements to the sanitary sewer. 

Historic District Commissioner, Ron Blitch, informed the Mayor and the Board that the Commission has concerns 

regarding the selection of the lighting for the sidewalk lighting project. Follow up by Mr. Blitch included a request 

that major infrastructure elements go before the Historic Commission for approval.  

The Mayor mentioned developers have approached the Town regarding their interest in moving forward with plans 

for a subdivision near the proposed Harrison Rd extension referred to as the Abita Meadows; the proposed project 

is still in the preliminary stages with a possible name change forthcoming. Mayor Lemons touched on other topics 

including downtown parking, sidewalk construction, and the repair of a sidewalk near the Middle School which 

will be funded by the St. Tammany Parish School Board. Alderman Curtis updated progress on the Street Overlay 

Project noting that the priority list has been established.   

OLD BUSINESS: 

The Mayor asked for discussion of a  RESOLUTION LEVYING THE SAME TAX MILLAGE RATES IN 2015 AS THE 

2014 RATES. There was no public comment.  Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to adopt the RESOLUTION 

LEVYING THE SAME TAX MILLAGE RATES IN 2015 AS THE 2014 RATES ON ALL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION 

IN THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS. The motion was seconded by Alderman Curtis and a vote was taken by roll call 

yielding the following result: Yeas: 4, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Murphy. Nays: 0, Absent: 

1, Alderman Blitch Welliver, Abstain: 0. 

Alderman Berrigan moved to adopt  INSTRUMENT 2015-003 AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 454 ADOPTING AN 

OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 01, 2014 AND 

ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014, ADJUSTMENT TO SECTIONS VII. AND XIX. The motion was seconded by Alderman 

Murphy. Vote was: Yeas: 4, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Murphy. Nays: 0, Absent: 1, 

Alderman Blitch Welliver, Abstain: 0. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Jim Tonglet from Ericksen, Krentel, & Laporte presented the Town of Abita Springs Audit Report and highlighted 

key points. Mr. Tonglet advised that the audit report revealed an “unmodified or clean opinion” regarding financial 

statements and found no material weaknesses. 



 

 

Alderman Berrigan led the discussion of the tree ordinance asking for clarification of the role of the Town Arborist. 

Mayor Lemons advised that obvious dead and dangerous trees can be removed without review by the Town 

Arborist and added that challenges to decisions are decided by the Board of Alderman. Alderman Berrigan 

suggested a review and evaluation of the ordinance in its current form with further discussion to take place at the 

upcoming Public Committee Meeting. Mayor Lemons agreed the ordinance could be tweaked. The Mayor 

explained the tree issue arose as a result of the removal of several dangerous trees from a local business owner’s 

property. Mayor Lemons proceeded to communicate information learned through discussion with the Town’s 

liability insurer. The Mayor stated that he understood the Town would certainly be subject to risk if they refused an 

applicant permission to remove a dangerous tree. Alderman Murphy asked at what point does the role of the Town 

Arborist come into play?  Mayor Lemons said when the subject tree is not obviously dangerous Ms. Gleason would 

be consulted. Several representatives from the community expressed concern over matters of conflict of interest. It 

was made clear that the process whereby the tree cutter arborist would evaluate the health of the tree and then also 

experience financial gain by removing the tree was at issue. Suggestion was made to amend the Tree Ordinance and 

possibly place a temporary moratorium on tree removal to allow time for the amendment process. Donald Belsom, 

the owner of the Abita Café building and adjacent property where the recent tree removal activity took place, 

addressed the Board and meeting attendees. Mr. Belsom explained the tree removal took place so as to protect life 

and property and that those healthy trees on the lot remain. Mr. Belsom went on to say his intention is to create a 

park like setting on the property and to enhance conditions for the viability of the remaining live oak trees. Further 

points included the discussion of the delicate balance of the preservation of trees as a highly valued community 

resource along with safety concerns and the property owner’s right to use their property as they see fit. Alderman 

Berrigan invited residents to provide input and participate in the upcoming tree ordinance amendment process. 

Town Attorney, Edward Deano participated in the discussion making several points including the merit of defining 

what constitutes a hazardous tree.   

 

OPEN-ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Local resident, Donna Caire reported her concern over the use of herbicide on the rights of ways. Ms. Caire stated 

she has explored several investigative avenues and that no one is accepting responsibility. Mayor Lemons advised 

that he was also unable to ascertain the identity of the responsible party. Several other residents expressed that they 

experienced similar problems and are disturbed by the resultant extermination of flora and fauna. Ms. Caire said she 

will continue to pursue information and asked for the support of the Town.   

Local resident, Mr. Ray Pasqua addressed the Board regarding the development of his property. Mr. Pasqua advised 

that he feels his property owner rights have been violated by Town ordinances enacted subsequent to the purchase 

of his property.   

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper reviewed upcoming events including the Cajun Dance, the Men’s Club meeting, 

Memorial Day ceremonies, the Ladies Progressive Club meeting , the Bicycle Festival,  the 4th of July Celebration 

and Flag Retirement Ceremony. 

          Alderman Berrigan moved to adjourn the Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 19th DAY OF MAY 2015. 

 

_______________________                                        __________________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                                   Honorable Greg Lemons, Mayor 


