
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meeting of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen on 

September 16, 2014 at the Town Hall in Abita Springs. Mayor Lemons called the meeting to order at 6pm. 

The Mayor introduced candidate for Family Court Judge, Nanine McCool followed by candidate for District 

Attorney, Alan Black, each of whom briefly spoke regarding their qualifications for office. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

Mayor Lemons opened discussion of the inclusion of a piece of property on the east side of Hwy 435 in the 

Residential Commercial Overlay District. The Mayor referenced the recommendation made by the Planning and 

Zoning Commission to rezone the property owned by Mr. Ed Peters adding that even though a portion of the 

building partially fell outside the boundary, the entire building will be rezoned as Residential Commercial. 

Alderman Flad Edmiston moved to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. All were 

present and in favor.  

Alderman Flad Edmiston moved to accept the August 19, 2014 minutes, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. 

All present were in favor.   

Aldermen Berrigan, Blitch Welliver, Flad Edmiston, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Patterson were present.  

Alderman Patterson moved to open the agenda and add consideration of a resolution in support of Louisiana 

Constitutional Amendments numbers 3 and 10, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. All were present and in favor. 

STPSO: 

Lt Escher gave a brief report of calls and citations.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

District 8 Chief Earl Gorrondano reported the number of calls for the month of August noting a decrease from the 

same period last year.  

TOWN MARSHAL: 

Joe Candilora reviewed his monthly report including one violation.  

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  
Town Engineer Jean Thibodeaux summarized the status of town projects including progress toward reaching an 

agreement with the Villas’ developer. He also mentioned the Town Lighting Project, stating that the preliminary 

plan should be available shortly for review by the Mayor and the Historic Committee.   

OLD BUSINESS: 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to amend the property description included in INSTRUMENT 2013-012 AN 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 9-229 REGARDING THE CREATION AND GOVERNING OF THE 

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL OVERLAY DISTRICT, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. Town Attorney 

Edward Deano clarified the intent that the entire dwelling structure currently located on the property and only partly 

located within the surveyed property description is fully included in the new Residential Commercial Overlay 

District. All were present and in favor. Alderman Patterson moved to adopt the INSTRUMENT 2013-012 as 

amended, seconded by Alderman Flad Edmiston All were present and in favor. 



 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discussion opened of a resolution in support of Louisiana Constitutional Amendments numbers 3 and 10 to assist 

municipalities in the fight against blighted property. Alderman Kilpatrick Harper expressed her position that she 

was favorably considering supporting amendment number 3 but was not comfortable with the amendment number 

10 which shortened the length of time prior to tax sales of vacant and blighted properties. Alderman Kilpatrick-

Harper moved to defer consideration of the resolution until the next meeting, seconded by Alderman Flad 

Edmiston. All were present and in favor.                  

Mr. Alan Offner, of Foley and Judell opened discussion of the recently instituted provision of the Dodd-Frank Wall 

Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and explained to the Council that the new regulations require 

municipalities use an independent municipal registered advisor in conjunction with the issuance of Bonds. Mr. 

Offner introduced his recommended advisor Mr. Nnamdi Thompson of Government Consultants, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana. Mr. Offner and Mr. Thompson then spoke to the Council regarding Mr. Thompson’s qualifications and 

proposed fee of approximately $500.00 to $1000.00. Alderman Berrigan requested a written agreement or letter of 

engagement be provided to the Town. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to retain Mr. Thompson, seconded by 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. All were present and in favor. 

Alderman Flad Edmiston opened discussion and moved to adopt the presented resolution requesting Planning and 

Zoning Commission review of the Residential Commercial Overlay District properties and the effect of curvature 

and/or location of public rights of way, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. All were present and in favor. 

Alderman Berrigan introduced an ordinance authorizing the incurring of debt and issuance of $500,000.00 of 

general obligation bonds, series 2014 of the Town of Abita Springs, Louisiana, prescribing the form, terms and 

conditions of said Bonds; designating the date, denomination and place of payment of said Bonds; providing for the 

payment thereof in principal and interest; accepting bids for the purchase of the Bonds; and providing for other 

matters in connection therewith. The motion to introduce was seconded by Alderman Patterson. 

OPEN: Mayor Lemons pointed out the November Public Committee Meeting is scheduled for the same day as the 

election. The Aldermen agreed to cancel the meeting. It was also decided that if pressing matters arose the meeting 

could be rescheduled for the second Tuesday in November. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Alderman Flad Edmiston made announcements of events including Bingo, the Opry, the 

Suicide Prevention 5K, the Louisiana Environmental Action Network and Progressive Northshore Democrat 

presentation of the film Gasland II, the Water Festival on October 12th, the Abita Chili Cook-Off on November 8th, 

the “Fix Dat” Day on October 16th, and Candidate Forums at Town Hall on September 18th and October 1st at 6:30 

pm.  

Alderman Patterson moved to adjourn the Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 16th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2014. 

 

_______________________                                        __________________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                                   Honorable Greg Lemons, Mayor 
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