
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken from the regular monthly meetings of the Public Committees on September 9, 2014.   

Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston called the Public Committee meeting to order. Alderman Blitch Welliver led the Pledge 

of Allegiance. All Aldermen were present.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan opened the Governmental Committee meeting and moved 

to accept the August 2014 Governmental Committee meeting minutes seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston. 

Alderman Berrigan, in response to a request by Alderman Patterson, made a motion to open the agenda and add a 

discussion of the Sanders property. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.  

Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston opened discussion of the Washington St. Tammany Electric Cooperative franchise 

agreement. Mayor Lemons addressed the committee and reviewed the terms of the proposed contract. Mayor Pro Tem 

Edmiston summarized her understanding stating that all members of the Council and WST agreed to a 22 year term 

and that the ordinance was not executed prior to the Town Council meeting. The Mayor Pro Tem added that subsequent 

discussions undertaken in a spirit of compromise involved consideration of an 11 year term plus an 11 year automatic 

renewal. After further consideration she suggested the Council revert to the original 22 year proposal with changes in 

the first priority restoration language. Mayor Lemons noted the Town Hall functions as an emergency operations center 

and restoration of power to Town facilities including sewer and water facilities is crucial. Alderman Berrigan asked if 

WST would consider an agreement with an 11 year term plus an 11 year renewal. Mr. John Bruhl, a representative of 

WST, responded that the term would not be acceptable and that he felt the deal from the prior month should be honored 

adding that WST should have the same deal as their competitor. Alderman Berrigan moved to open the committee as 

a whole, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Edmiston. The Aldermen commented on their comfort with WST’s history of 

lower rates and referenced their non-profit cooperative status as a positive factor. It was also noted that much research 

was undertaken and that the Aldermen are committed to serving the best interests of the residents of Abita Springs. 

Town Attorney, Edward Deano, contributed to the discussion offering his observations on the negotiations to date. Mr. 

Deano explained that a recommendation regarding an agreement was made from the sub-committee but that 

deliberations certainly can continue. He also mentioned that it would not be beneficial to enter into an agreement with 

WST for a term which is considerably longer than the term which is held their current energy supplier. Mr. Deano 

expressed that the Town’s current contract with Cleco is not germane to current negotiations, and it appears the Cleco 

contract was the basis for tossing out a previously included provision which would allow the Town to purchase WST 

assets in the event the Town chose to handle its own electrical distribution. Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston called for 

a vote on two proposed options asking whether the Aldermen would like to move forward with a 22 year term or to 

set up a committee with Aldermen Berrigan and Alderman Patterson to meet with WST to negotiate the terms of an 

agreement. Aldermen Blitch Welliver, Patterson, and Berrigan stated their preference to form a committee to handle 

negotiations. Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston and Aldermen Kilpatrick-Harper expressed their comfort with WST and 

found the 22 year term acceptable. Mayor Lemons requested that he be included in the discussions with WST. 

Alderman Berrigan moved to form a committee comprised of himself, Alderman Patterson, and Mayor Lemons to 

meet with Mr. Charles Hill of WST to propose terms which are mutually agreeable. Discussed was the 11 plus 11 year 

term, the inclusion of essential Town facilities in the priority protocol for power restoration during an outage, an option 

to purchase WST assets, and exemption of certain tracts of land, such as recreation facilities, from installation of 



transmission/distribution equipment. Further adding that they will be free to negotiate an agreement after which they 

will return to the Council for a full discussion and vote. The motion was seconded by Alderman Patterson. Yeas were 

Alderman Berrigan, Blitch Welliver, Flad Edmiston, Kilpatrick-Harper, and Patterson. Mayor Pro Tem Edmiston 

moved to close the meeting as a whole, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston opened discussion of Instrument 2013-012 Amendment, Hwy 435: Residential 

Commercial Overlay. Mayor Lemons explained the instrument will require an amendment of the property 

description and that Mr. Deano suggested a resolution be the vehicle for the requested review, by Planning & 

Zoning, of zoning curvatures in the Residential Commercial Overlay District. Alderman Berrigan moved to 

favorably recommend passage of the resolution, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Edmiston. 

Mayor Lemons presented information which was discussed during the recent LMA conference. The discussion 

related to the selection of Mayor Pro Tem by the Board. Mayor Lemons asked if the Aldermen might like to 

consider the highest vote getter for the Mayor Pro Tem position for the first year followed by an annual selection 

by a vote of the Board for subsequent years. Consensus was that the Board was generally satisfied with the current 

tradition of the highest vote getter as the full-term selection for Mayor Pro Tem but held open the possibility of 

further discussion in the future.   

Mayor Lemons opened discussion of the resolution supporting Louisiana constitutional amendments 3 and 10 

based on Acts 436 & 871. The Mayor stated that a request was made by the LMA that the Board consider the 

proposed resolution which would allow the municipality to enter into an agreement with a third party to handle 

the sale of adjudicated properties. Alderman Berrigan favorably recommended passage of the resolution, 

seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.  

Alderman Patterson made inquiry on the status of the blighted Sanders property. Mayor Lemons advised that Mr. 

Sanders was issued a building permit and directed the Town Clerk, Kathy Armand to send correspondence to Mr. 

Sanders stating that he must move forward with debris removal from the property. 

Alderman Berrigan moved to close the Governmental Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad 

Edmiston. 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Patterson moved to open the Infrastructure Committee 

meeting and accept the August 2014 Infrastructure Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman 

Kilpatrick-Harper.  

Alderman Patterson moved to close the Infrastructure Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-

Harper.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee meeting and 

accept the August 2014 Finance Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver presented the July 2014 Financial Report. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close 

the Finance Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flad Edmiston.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 9th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2014. 

 

                                 ______________________                                           ____________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                            Greg Lemons, Mayor 


