
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on August 4, 2015.  Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called the 

meeting to order; Alderman Blitch Welliver led the pledge of allegiance.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee meeting and to accept the 

July 2015 Public Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

 Alderman Berrigan requested that Mayor Lemons address issues associated with the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive 

Program Grant awarded through Wholesome Wave and the USDA. Mayor Lemons summarized areas of concern, which have been 

addressed by the administration. He noted that Mike Strain sent representatives to discuss the benefits of local Farmer’s Markets and 

the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Financial Clerk, Niki Mendow, has worked to develop and put in place 

comprehensive financial controls, and that he has heard and addressed the Council’s concerns. He went on to report that a recent 

surprise audit of the SNAP process by the USDA revealed positive results with full compliance. The Mayor respectfully requested that 

the Alderman favorably recommend adoption of the resolution in support of the grant. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper and 

Alderman Berrigan expressed their unwillingness to move forward at this time, citing the need for caution. Alderman Curtis 

acknowledged that while there were some issues early on, progress has been made to his satisfaction. He asserted that he would like to 

move forward with the one-year agreement.  Alderman Curtis added his support is predicated on Aldermen participation on the 

Farmer’s Market Improvement Advisory Board. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to request that the Mayor appoint 

Alderman Curtis to the Advisory Board, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Mayor Lemons agreed to the appointment. Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick –Harper requested that Alderman Curtis meet with the Advisory Board and asked him to report back to the Board of 

Alderman at the earliest possible meeting. She then made a motion to move the resolution in support of the Food Insecurity Grant 

forward without recommendation. The motion was seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Farmer’s Market Manager, Mike Norman, 

addressed the Governmental Committee explaining that a failure to move forward would eliminate the possibility of funding through 

this grant for the current three year cycle. Mr. Norman detailed how the grant would benefit seniors, and single mothers who struggle 

to meet their nutritional needs. He went on to outline the various cooperative arrangements created to provide access, availability, and 

affordability to fresh fruits and vegetables through the Abita Springs Farmer’s Market.  

 Alderman Berrigan introduced local resident, Virginia Petty, to discuss problems she has experienced with the garbage 

collection service in Abita Springs. Ms. Petty expressed her frustration with Progressive Waste explaining that far too often the 

garbage has not been picked up on the scheduled date. She went on to request that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen hold Progressive 

accountable. Mayor Lemons directed the Aldermen’s attention to a garbage complaint report included in their packets. He then 

introduced Progressive Waste Area Municipal Marketing and Governmental Affairs Manager, Gus Bordelon, to address the issue. Mr. 

Bordelon communicated his resolve to ensure timely, safe, and improved service to Abita Springs.    

 Mayor Lemons reported that Ms. Adrienne Juttner was unable to attend to discuss the Keep Abita Beautiful efforts. The 

Mayor asked if Mr. Bordelon would address the Board regarding Progressive’s participation with other Keep America Beautiful 

affiliates. Mr. Bordelon stated that Progressive Waste is an active partner and would do the same in Abita Springs to include donation 

of the $1000.00 application fee. A thank you was extended to Mr. Bordelon, and Alderman Berrigan suggested the topic of Keep 

Abita Beautiful be scheduled for additional discussion at the September Town Council meeting with no recommendation on the 

resolution at this time.  

 Alderman Berrigan reviewed points from prior discussions regarding requested revisions to the historic section of the Code 

of Ordinances. Noted by Alderman Berrigan were suggested changes to include adjustment of the application submission deadline 

from ten to fifteen days and uploading of the application to the website. The Alderman added that it was brought to the Board’s 

attention that the requirement to include floor plans in the application was in conflict with existing law and that it is understood that 

interior arrangement plans will no longer be necessary. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper asked for more information about how the 

Historic Commission recommendation to institute fees would work. After additional discussion, it was decided that there would not be 

a recommendation to assess application fees. Mayor Lemons agreed to instruct the Planning and Zoning Director to initiate policy 

changes to the application cut-off deadline to fifteen days prior to the meeting date. The Mayor said he would also address deleting the 

floor plan requirement and add web posting to current policy. The Mayor added that the review of the ordinance has revealed other 

problems such as jurisdiction and enforcement issues, which should be addressed. Alderman Berrigan agreed and restated his earlier 

suggestion that the historic and tree code undergo a review by a professional consulting firm. The Mayor felt the review and 

amendments should be made by the Board and Town Attorney, Edward Deano. Historic Commissioner, Bryan Gowland, addressed 

the Board adding that Historic Guidelines, established by the Historic Commission, should be reviewed by the Board of Alderman. 

Mr. Deano offered to prepare some simple but needed amendments to the current historic code. It was decided by the Governmental 

Committee that Mr. Deano would prepare an amendment to the historic code for review at the next Public Committee Meeting and 

that the fifteen day application deadline and the uploading of submitted historic applications would immediately be instituted 

administratively. Mayor Lemons agreed. 



 Mayor Lemons asked the Aldermen for their position on the Planning and Zoning recommendation to revocate a portion of 

St. Ann Street. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper offered that if Oalmann St. is ever opened, the subject portion of St. Ann Street 

might be useful to the Town. Therefore, Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to reject the Planning and Zoning recommendation, 

seconded by Alderman Berrigan.   

 Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of the Carnation St. revocation. Mayor Lemons advised the adoption of the revocation 

and sale is pending an appraisal from the designated Town appraiser, Scoggin Appraisal and Consultants. INSTRUMENT NO. 2015-

004, AN ORDINANCE TO DECLARE A PORTION OF CARNATION ST. NO LONGER NECESSARY FOR PUBLIC USE AND 

TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF THAT PORTION OF PROPERTY will be considered for adoption after the official revocation 

and zoning recommendation from Planning and Zoning. Clarification of current zoning status was discussed and the Committee 

instructed that the Carnation St. property be appraised as commercial.  

Prior to the close of the meeting, a local resident asked if the Farmer’s Market Improvement Advisory Board Meeting is open to the 

Public. Mr. Deano responded that it should be an open meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to close the Governmental 

Committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Murphy was absent. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to open the 

Infrastructure Committee Meeting and accept the July 2015 Infrastructure Committee minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. The 

Mayor Pro Tem advised attendees that the chosen street overlay contractor, Leon Lowe and Sons should commence work on the 

project within the month. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper moved to close the Infrastructure Committee meeting, seconded by 

Alderman Berrigan. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and accept the July 2015 

Finance Committee meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  Mayor Lemons requested the agenda be 

amended to include a discussion of Auto Zone Sales Tax. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to amend the agenda to include the Auto 

Zone topic, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. The vote was unanimous.  

 Financial Clerk, Niki Mendow, presented the “2015 Second Quarter Financial Report.” Ms. Mendow advised that upcoming 

Financial Reports would be available monthly.  

 Mayor Lemons advised the Board that Auto Zone is approaching their scheduled opening date. He added that St. Tammany 

Parish has challenged the Town of Abita Springs regarding its right to receive collected sales tax from the location. The Mayor asked 

if any of the Board members might be able to attend the meeting with the Parish to discuss the matter. The Mayor confirmed that Mr. 

Deano would also participate in the meeting. Alderman Blitch Welliver and Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper tentatively agreed and 

requested that the Mayor please advise them of the date and time.  

 Local resident, Linda Hawkins, asked a question regarding a budget line item for “prisoner expense” which opened a 

discussion of trustee labor at public festivals and gatherings in the Park and Trailhead area. Alderman Berrigan expressed his 

discomfort with the presence of trustee labor at these family events. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper explained the relationship and 

arrangement between the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office for inmate trustee labor and “8 to 4” labor. The Mayor Pro Tem 

communicated her agreement with Alderman Berrigan also stating that she is uncomfortable with trustee inmate labor at the Park for 

the weekend events and suggested that the Board pass an ordinance or resolution prohibiting the activity. Alderman Blitch Welliver 

opened the discussion to the Committee of the Whole, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Mr. Deano suggested an 

amendment to the agenda to continue the discussion. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to add the discussion to the agenda, seconded 

by Mayor Pro-Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. The vote was unanimous. Mr. Deano presented options to the Board including a possible 

resolution. Alderman Blitch Welliver asked the Mayor if he was comfortable with their request not to use inmates for the festivals and 

gatherings at the Park area. Mayor Lemons throughout the discussion communicated the role the laborers fulfill with setting up and 

breaking down at the festivals adding the potential hardship on and additional costs to the sponsoring organizations. However, the 

Mayor stated he would honor the request of the Board. Additional discussion made clear that any weekend function in the Park would 

not use inmate trustee labor nor 8 to 4 labor. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to request that the Mayor not use 8 to 4 or inmate 

trustee labor, at the park, pavilion, trailhead, museum on the weekend seconded by Alderman Curtis. Vote was Yeas: Aldermen 

Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper and Blitch Welliver, Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 Alderman Murphy. Alderman Berrigan moved 

to close the Committee of the Whole, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.     

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the Finance Committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development Committee Meeting 

and to accept the July 2015 meeting minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Questions were presented regarding the 

status of St. Andrew’s Village, the proposed rehabilitation facility at the old Longbranch site, and the possibility of a new library. The 

Mayor revealed that the start date of St. Andrew’s Village has been pushed to the end of the year. No specific news on the other topics 

was presented.   

Alderman Curtis moved to close the Economic Development Committee, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Alderman Curtis  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 4th DAY OF AUGUST 2015. 

 

                                 ______________________                                           ____________________ 

                                  Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                           Greg Lemons, Mayor 


