
 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on September 6, 2016. Mayor Pro Tem 

Kilpatrick-Harper called the meeting to order.  

 

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee 

Meeting and to accept the August 2016 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Alderman 

Berrigan invited local resident Ron Blitch to address the Committee regarding the removal of trees 

exceeding those authorized from a newly developed property at Eads and Gum Streets. Mr. Blitch stated 

that while the unauthorized tree removal cannot be undone, he would like to move forward with a plan 

possibly involving a citizen volunteer group, which would monitor tree removal activities. Mayor Lemons 

stated that the homeowner contributed class A trees to the tree bank in lieu of a citation. Town Attorney 

Edward Deano suggested that the Town consider the practice of other municipalities that revoke the 

license/permit of a contractor that is found to violate tree removal ordinances. The discussion moved to the 

issuance of tree permits. Public Works Clerk Kristin Tortorich informed the committee that the practice of 

requiring a tree permit for trees, which are not specifically protected and number less than five conflicts 

with the code Section 9-703. The Mayor confirmed that he would no longer require permits for those 

described. The Committee requested Mr. Deano review the code and make recommendations to amend the 

Tree Ordinance. Alderman Berrigan invited local resident, Jean (Sissy) Wiggin to address the committee 

regarding the revocation and sale of a portion of property adjacent to hers at 71559 Leveson St.  Ms.Wiggin 

explained that the two properties share a foundation slab. She said she is interested in buying the adjacent 

property to minimize potential problems with the sale of her property should she choose to sell. Ms. Wiggin 

advised the Council that the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended the revocation and she would 

like to move forward with the process. Alderman Berrigan suggested moving the discussion to the next 

Public Committee Meeting. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the committee meeting, seconded by Mayor 

Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee 

Meeting and to accept the August 2016 minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Alderman Murphy 

introduced Town Engineer Andre Monnet. Mr. Monnet gave a video presentation outlining a description of 

the Town’s sewer system along with plans for its rehabilitation. Mr. Monnet said he expected the project to 

take approximately five years and that funding will come from several sources including grants, loans, and 

existing Town revenue. Alderman Murphy next turned discussion of the sewer permitting process over to 

the Mayor. Mayor Lemons directed the Council’s attention to the handout in their packets. The handout 

listed residents that are not currently connected to the Town’s Sewer System. The Mayor outlined a plan to 

ensure that these residents are either hooked up to the Town’s sanitary sewer collection system or that their 

private system is functioning properly meaning that they are not discharging polluted water into the 

waterways. The Mayor then summarized the procedure whereby the Town would pass an ordinance 

requiring the inspection of private sewer systems. If the system was to fail the inspection the property owner 

would be obligated to either connect to the Town system or bring the private system into compliance. 

Alderman Berrigan agreed to move the process forward. Alderman Murphy agreed. Mayor Lemons 

proceeded to inform the Council of the need to revise the policy regarding commercial garbage pick-up. 

The Mayor recommended implementing changes to the commercial garbage service rate structure to adjust 

for those with numerous garbage cans. Committee members agreed with the Mayor’s recommendation. 

Alderman Murphy moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

 



FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper moved to open the Finance Committee 

Meeting and to accept the August 2016 minutes, seconded by Mayor Lemons. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-

Harper opened discussion of the 2017 Budget. The Mayor Pro Tem suggested that each of the Aldermen 

choose and review a section, and directed everyone’s attention to the Budget Workbook and the Budget 

Schedule. Finance Clerk Niki Mendow pointed out that the Town’s Second Quarter Financial Report has 

been presented and will be included on the September 20th Town Council Agenda for approval. Mayor Pro 

Tem Kilpatrick-Harper requested an update on the street lighting review conducted by the Mayor and 

Alderman Murphy. The Mayor advised that they are in the process of analyzing current needs and it appears 

the street lighting fund is approximately $8600.00 under budget. The Mayor added some cost cutting 

measures have been implemented such as a transition to energy saving bulbs and assigning costs to those 

agencies that prompted the installation and use ballpark lighting. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper moved 

to close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Lemons. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic 

Development Committee Meeting and to accept the August 2016 minutes, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 

The Mayor updated the Committee advising that Auto Zone issues are nearly resolved, the Petit Annexation 

effort is underway and progressing, there are other parties with property in the Growth Management Area 

interested in annexation, and there is renewed interest by a local developer in the development of Abita 

Meadows. Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by 

Alderman Curtis. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 6th  DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2016. 

 

                         ______________________                                           ____________________ 

                              Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                   Greg Lemons, Mayor 


