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The following minutes are from the Special June Town Council Meeting of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen held on  

June 14, 2017 at the Town Hall in Abita Springs, Louisiana. Mayor Lemons called the meeting to order.  

 

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Mayor Lemons announced that on June 20, 2017 at 6pm there would be a Public Hearing to hear public comment regarding the 

levying and roll forward of the millages.  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Council Members Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy, and Blitch Welliver were present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Mayor Greg Lemons opened discussion of the proposed utility rate increase with a video presentation. The Mayor explained that 

the Town is suffering the effects of an aging sewer infrastructure system and that unfortunately current revenue is inadequate to 

properly fund needed repairs. Mayor Lemons covered details of the project including the repair of the deteriorated main terra 

cotta sewer lines, service lines, and lift stations. The Mayor added that mapping and fault reporting are inadequate and warrants 

improvement. Further, the Mayor said that during this very small window, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 

is offering through the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund, a 20-year loan at .95% interest. The estimate of the amount 

needed to execute project repairs is approximately 6.3 million dollars. Mayor Lemons closed his presentation with an explanation 

as to why the project is needed. He reported that the failure of the system to work properly results in the back-up of sewage into 

public places and potentially into private property affecting the health, well-being, and quality of life of the entire community.  

He said that temporary “band-aid” repairs are costly and do not solve the problem, adding that in 2016 these temporary fixes cost 

utility customers approximately two-hundred thousand dollars. The negative impact on the reputation of the Town of Abita 

Springs was also noted. The Mayor explained that the Town is past the point of deciding when and if the project is undertaken. 

He advised that it must be done now or face potential fines and a consent decree whereby the federal government would take 

over the town’s sewerage treatment operations increase utility rates and implement the project independently. Mayor Lemons 

thanked attendees and turned the floor over to the Town Engineer Andre Monnot. Mr. Monnot reviewed background technical 

information as well as the impact of sanitary sewer overflows. Also, discussed was the proposal and approach for the execution 

of repairs.  Mr. Monnot covered points related to the mechanics of the sanitary sewer. He specifically mentioned that there is a 

separate storm sewer system for storm water drainage which is independent of the sanitary sewer. The inflow of storm water into 

the sanitary sewer burdens the system beyond its capacity. Mr. Monnot closed with an opinion of the estimated program expenses.  

The next portion of the meeting was handled by the Abita Springs’ Town Clerk Kathy Armand. Ms. Armand advised that she 

labored many hours over how to best achieve a balanced distribution of the necessary increases in utility rates. She added that 

the proposed rate schedule includes increases to the water and sewer base rates and consumption. Large volume commercial 

users would experience the largest increase. Ms. Armand reviewed each category reflecting the current rate, the proposed rate 

and an average bill in each group. Timmy Lemoine and Ken Terry from the Louisiana Rural Water Association each spoke 

communicating that no one wants to see an increase in utility rates. However, to protect residents and prevent bacteriological 

contamination of the environment the town must have a functional sanitary sewer. It was added that many municipalities are 

facing similar problems with aging infrastructure. The rural water representatives stated that it is preferable that the project is 

undertaken and administered by the town rather than face enforcement through governmental mandate. The financing that is 

currently available from the DEQ at .95% interest provides additional incentive to move forward now. Public comments included 

observations related to the subsidy of water and sewer services by profits from gas and garbage service revenue and the reliability 

of the 6.3 million-dollar estimate. There was consensus among the Aldermen to support the project. 

  

   Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to adjourn the Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 14th DAY OF JUNE 2017. 

_______________________                                        __________________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                                Honorable Greg Lemons, Mayor 

 


