
 

 

 

 
 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on May 2, 2017.  Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called 

the meeting to order. The Mayor Pro Tem announced that the judging for the next stage of the Cleanest City Contest would 

take place on Thursday May 4, 2017.  

 
GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee Meeting and to 

accept the April 2017 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of 

the Farmer’s Market inviting the Mayor to comment. Mayor Lemons advised attendees that he and the Market Manager, 
Mike Norman are working on a succession plan for the operation of the market. The Mayor explained that Mr. Norman has 

recently faced health concerns and decided it was prudent to ensure the continued successful operation of the market in the 

event he had to take a leave of absence. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee Meeting and to 

accept the April 2017 minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Based on the Mayor’s request, Alderman Berrigan moved 
to amend the agenda to add a discussion of the Town’s garbage service contract, seconded by Alderman Murphy.  Alderman 

Murphy opened discussion of INSTRUMENT 2017-002 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS ADDING “GROUND WATER PROTECTION” AND TO PROVIDE FOR 

RELATED MATTERS. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper advised that she and Alderman Curtis offered to serve on a 

committee to do additional research on the subject. The Mayor Pro Tem suggested six amendments as follows: 1.) Reduce 

the protective perimeter from 1000 feet to 300 feet, 2.) Replace the Board with the Mayor as the authority allowed to restart 

operation of an abandoned use in lawful existence on the effective date of the ordinance, 3.) Allow car washes, dry 
cleaners/laundries, plant nurseries, printing shops, sewer lift stations, and sewerage treatment plants within the protected 

perimeter of the well, 4.) Allow chlorine gas and any chemicals used in the treatment of the Town’s water supply within the 

protected well perimeter 5.) Special use permitting would be overseen by Planning and Zoning and criteria established 
within the ordinance, 6.) The introduced ordinance shall not prohibit any future water infrastructure plans for the Town of 

Abita Springs. A local resident expressed his hope that there is a basis in science for the recommendation by the committee 

to reduce the protective perimeter from 1000ft to 300ft. The Mayor Pro Tem explained that she and Alderman Curtis 
researched the matter and they were told the 1000ft distance was a benchmark and each municipality should adapt the 

number to their circumstances. Alderman Murphy added that the fact that Abita Springs is a small community should also 

be given consideration.  Alderman Murphy suggested that the instrument be moved forward with amendments and that Mr. 

Deano establish criteria for Planning and Zoning special permit applications and approvals. Discussion of the extension of 
the garbage service contract began with Mayor Lemons stating that the renewal is scheduled for July. Mayor Lemons said 

that there would be a small increase in the fee with no change for a three-year period. Upgrades in service includes a weekly 

green waste pick-up, white goods pick-up, recycle dumpsters at the elementary and middle schools, and waste and recycle 
dumpsters for Town facilities. The Mayor advised that he would provide a resolution reflecting the revised residential and 

commercial service fees. Alderman Murphy moved to close the committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting seconded by Mayor 

Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper; Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper moved to accept the April 2017 minutes seconded by 

Alderman Blitch Welliver. Alderman Blitch Welliver invited Financial Director, Niki Mendow to review the information 

in INSTRUMENT 2017-003AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 470 OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS 
ADOPTING AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING 

JANUARY 01, 2016 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016, ADJUSTMENT TO SECTIONS VI.,VII.,VIII., IX., X., XV., 

AND XIX., AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS. Ms. Mendow distributed a draft of the fourth quarter 
financial report to the Aldermen prior to her explanation of the instrument. She noted the line items that negatively impact 

the budget are included in the amendment. Expenditures exceeding more than five percent and income falling more than 

five percent below the projected revenue estimates must be reported through amendment. Ms. Mendow outlined figures and 

responded to questions from Alderman Curtis and Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper related to law enforcement and 
museum expenditures respectively.  Ms. Mendow went on to explain the underestimation of salaries and benefits in the 

sales tax/public works account. She said that to properly code expenses and reimburse the general fund, unanticipated 



activity took place. The account has been in transition but has never been in jeopardy of deficit, Ms. Mendow said. Alderman 

Blitch Welliver next introduced Town Clerk, Kathy Armand to review proposed increases to utility rates. It was stated that 
the increased rates are necessary to fund rehabilitation of the Town’s aging sanitary sewer system. Ms. Armand provided 

handouts detailing the increase along with copies of RESOLUTION 05-2017-01, A RESOLUTION TO RETAIN THE 

GAS RATE AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL AND TO INCREASE THE WATER AND SEWER RATES. The proposal and 

resolution reflected increases in both the base and usage rates for water and sewer services. The increase would affect 
residential and commercial customers. The Aldermen agreed that the increases are necessary and the sewer system must be 

repaired and upgraded. Consensus was reached regarding the need to ensure that utility customers are informed and given 

an opportunity to be heard. A local resident expressed opposition to the increase as presented. No action was taken on the 
resolution. The Board and the Mayor agreed to arrange a special meeting in June to present the information to the public 

and hear comment. Alderman Blitch Welliver asked Ms. Armand to address the next topic, the roll forward of the millage. 

Ms. Armand advised that the Public Hearing for the roll forward of the millage is scheduled for 6pm on Tuesday June 20. 
Ms. Armand responding to inquiry advised that required advertising has already been scheduled. Alderman Blitch Welliver 

moved to close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development 
Committee Meeting and to accept the April 2017 minutes, seconded by Alderman Murphy. Mayor Lemons reported that 

discussions and negotiations are underway with developers on a couple of projects including a grocery store and the Abita 

Meadows Planned Unit Development. Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 
 

Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 2nd DAY OF MAY, 2017. 

 

 
______________________                                                          ___________________                                                       

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                      Greg Lemons, Mayor 


