
    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken at the monthly meeting of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen at 
6pm on November 27, 2018, at the Town Hall in Abita Springs, Louisiana. Mayor Lemons called the 
meeting to order. 

PUBLIC HEARING: Discussion of INSTRUMENT 2018-007 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ZONING AND 

ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN LAND INTO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, LOUISIANA AND TO 

PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS. (MAURICE AND CHRISTINE MCCANCE - 21331 HEINTZ ST.) There was no comment. 
The McCance’s thanked the Mayor and the Board. Alderman Curtis moved to close the Public Hearing, 
seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. 

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Lemons presented Jo Kieffer with a proclamation naming her as 
the Town of Abita Springs’ Volunteer of the Year.  Ms. Kieffer expressed her gratitude saying that she 
enjoys serving others. Mayor Lemons informed attendees that Kathy Armand suffered an injury. On 
her behalf he extended thanks to the Halloween Celebration volunteers. Mayor Lemons also expressed 
his appreciation mentioning that the Fire Department served over 2000 hot dogs.    

ROLL CALL:  Council Members Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy and Blitch Welliver were 
present. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to accept the October 16, 2018, Town Council Meeting 
minutes, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. All were in favor.  

REPORTS:  1.)St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office - Lt. Williams reported 29 incidents for November. 
The reports included a missing Abita Airport skydiver. The skydiver jumped too early from the aircraft 
and was discovered uninjured after an hour long search in the nearby piney woods. 2.)Town Marshal - 
Marshal Slemmer reported on 8 monthly complaints. Alderman Blitch Welliver requested that the 
Marshal investigate a complaint related to a vacant property on Magnolia St. 3.)Fire District 8 – There 
was no monthly fire department report. 4.)Engineering - Andre Monnot reported on the following 
projects. a.)Sewer Rehabilitation Project: The Sewer Gravity Collection Project design is 40% to 45% 
complete. Primary sewer overflows observed in the Pearl St. and Indian Trail basins, can be 100% 
rehabilitated for 83% to 85% of the budget. It appears that everything identified town wide can be 
corrected within the budget. Mr. Monnot noted that some non-critical defects in non-overflowing 
basins may be cut from the scope to fund construction of improvements more beneficial to the overall 
operation of the system. These decisions would be calculated and should not be considered 
deficiencies in the system. The Lift Station Project is 20% design complete, opinion of construction 
cost remains within budget.  Presently the extension cost of 3-phase power to the several single-phase 
lift stations is being developed with Cleco and WST. The utility GIS Survey is 80% complete. The 
computer GIS layer generation follows.  Map survey, drafting, and web-hosting are anticipated in 
February 2019. b.)While the Pearl St. Lift Station Force Main Upgrade construction is not part of the 
sewer project and will be funded by the Meadows developer Mr. Monnot reported that its design is 
near complete. Upon completion, the design would then be submitted to the Louisiana Department of 
Health for review and approval. c.)Harrison Extension wetland delineation field crews begin work this 
week. d.)The DOTD Utility Extension pipe work is complete; the package lift station has been ordered 
and will be installed upon delivery. Engineering – Part 2 – Mayor Lemons read from Jean Thibodeaux’s 
report a.)Safe Routes to Public Places - The draft application for the grant request to improve 
connectivity to public areas is ready for field review. b.)Abita Oaks Loop Parking:  The developer has 



added off-street parking spots and a playground area.  The project is complete. A local resident asked 
if the moratorium (on the issuance of certificates of occupancy) has been lifted. The Mayor said that 
first the plat must be filed and the developer must fulfill his financial responsibility to the Town for 
expenses related to permitting and engineering. c.)The Abita Trailhead Parking project is on hold 
pending the 2019 Budget. d.)Recreational Trails – The project is pending US Army Corps of Engineers 
“Waters of the US” permit review. The project provides for the construction of sidewalks to schools 
and trails. e.)St. Charles and St. James drainage near 7th Street – The development of a drainage 
improvement plan that involves immediate work and a longer term solution to alleviate drainage 
obstructions in the nearby waterway is underway. 

Mayor Lemons reported efforts to reduce misreads have begun to produce results. The goal is to 
reduce the misread percentage to less than 5%. The Mayor reviewed the written reports whereby 
residents have a means by which to report incidents and submit requests. Local residents asked 
pointed questions regarding problems specific to their homes and neighborhoods. Mayor Lemons said 
he would follow up with appropriate personnel. On another matter, Abita Committee for Sustainable 
Energy Chairperson LeAnn Magee offered to work on a solution for the problem of recycling glass 
waste.   

NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Lemons asked for introduction of INSTRUMENT 2018-008, AN ORDINANCE 
ADOPTING AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING 
JANUARY 1, 2019 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2019. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to introduce 
the instrument, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. Finance Director Niki Mendow advised 
budget documents are available on the website and at the administrative office for anyone interested. 

Alderman Berrigan made a motion to introduce INSTRUMENT 2018-009, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS CODE OF ORDINANCES PART 9 - PLANNING, ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT, CHAPTER 1 – PLANNING COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS, ARTICLE B. – HISTORIC 
DISTRICT COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS.  ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
ENFORCEMENT AND RELATED MATTERS, seconded by Alderman Murphy. The Mayor noted that this 
ordinance provides for enforcement of Historic Guidelines among other matters. Complaints would be 
reported, investigated and enforced as with any other code violation.   

Alderman Murphy made a motion to INTRODUCE INSTRUMENT 2018-010, AN ORDINANCE 
ADOPTING THE HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. 
Residents expressed concern related to the inclusion of the regulation of exterior color choice in the 
design guidelines. Mayor Lemons noted that the regulation of color has been included as part of code 
for many years but that it has not been enforced. He added that he also finds the regulation of color 
subjective and problematic.  The Mayor recommended that residents participate in the upcoming 
Public Hearing scheduled for December 18th.     

OLD BUSINESS:  
Mayor Lemons asked for comment related to the adoption of INSTRUMENT 2018-007 AN ORDINANCE 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ZONING AND ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN LAND INTO THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, LOUISIANA AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS (Maurice 
and Christine McCance - 21331 Heintz St.) Alderman Murphy moved to adopt the instrument seconded 
by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper.  The vote was: Yeas:5, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, 
Murphy, and Blitch Welliver, Nays:0, Abtain:0, Absent:0. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper mentioned that 
this annexation prompted initiation of activity to annex other property on Heintz St. on which the 
sewer plant is located into the Town’s municipal limits. 

Mayor Lemons opened discussion of a RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN APPLICATION TO THE 
COMMUNITY WATER ENRICHMENT FUND FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WATER DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM. The Mayor explained that grant money along with town supplemental funds would pay for 
shut-off valves, chlorine injection points, and looping of water lines. These activities would serve to 
allow Public Works to make repairs without necessitating a complete shutdown of the entire water 
supply. It would also provide for minimizing chlorine injection levels while still maintaining the state 
mandated .05mg/l throughout the system. Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to adopt the resolution 



of support, seconded by Alderman Murphy.  The vote was: Yeas:5, Aldermen Berrigan, Curtis, 
Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy, and Blitch Welliver, Nays:0, Abtain:0, Absent:0.   

OPEN/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Local residents expressed concern regarding the possible use of the Town’s resources by staff for 
campaign activities and the legality of campaign contributions made by Town contractors. Other 
residents shared problems involving off-leash dogs and the lack of speed limit signs on Pine St all the 
way to Danny Park.  

George Long reviewed Trailhead Museum events including a retrospective of the work of recently 
passed artist Roy Robinson on December 8, 9, 14, 15, and 16. Other early 2019 events include the Push 
Mow Parade and En Plein Air. Alderman Kilpatrick –Harper reviewed other upcoming events including 
the Christmas Tree Lighting on December 2.  

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper moved to adjourn the Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman 
Blitch-Welliver. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS  28th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2018. 

 
 
                       _______________________                                                                       __________________________ 
          Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                             Honorable Greg Lemons, Mayor 


