
 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on July 11, 2017. Alderman Murphy led the pledge 

of allegiance and Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper opened the meeting. Mayor Lemons requested the addition of a 

discussion to the Infrastructure Committee. The topic was related to the cost of the utility rate calculation audit.     

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee Meeting 

and to accept the June 2017 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. With no new business to 

discuss, Alderman Berrigan moved to close the committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee Meeting 

and to accept the June 2017 minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. Mayor Lemons began discussion of 

improvements to Cemetery No. 1 formerly referred to as “The Old Cemetery.” The Mayor outlined plans to increase 

the number of plots and to add several columbarium structures in the future. Plans include handicap access to the 

columbarium site. The Mayor also noted that due to geological factors most of the new plots will be restricted to 

above ground burials. Mayor Lemons stated that he would be inclined to restrict the sale of new plots to two per 

family for in-ground plots and six per family for above ground plots. After discussion among the Mayor and the 

Aldermen they agreed to a limitation of four of any type of plot per family in Cemetery No. 1.  Responding to a 

question posed by a local resident the Mayor explained that cemetery revenue is restricted to cemetery use. Mayor 

Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper revisited an earlier discussion wherein the possibility of limiting sales to Abita Springs 

residents was explored. The Mayor Pro Tem also voiced her preference for the selection of the same type of granite 

for the columbarium as was used in the mausoleum.  

Mayor Lemons opened a discussion of recent information involving the cost estimate for the review of the utility rate 

calculations by the auditor. The Mayor reported that the audit estimate is $2500.00 and requested feedback regarding 

the necessity of the expenditure. After another look at the steps taken to arrive upon the figures, along with 

reassurances by Ms. Armand that the utmost care was taken with the calculations, and the reminder that the regularly 

scheduled external audit includes a survey of the utility fund, the Aldermen decided to forgo the additional expense.   

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and to 

accept the June 2017 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to 

close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Mayor Lemons, acting in Alderman Curtis’ absence moved to 

open the Economic Development Committee Meeting and to accept the June 2017 minutes.  Alderman Murphy 

moved to second each motion.  Alderman Berrigan announced that a meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 20, 

2017 to review and suggest changes to the Subdivision Ordinance. Committee members include Mayor Lemons, the 

members of the Planning and Zoning Commission, Town Attorney Edward Deano, and local resident Lee Barrios.  

Mayor Lemons moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called for final public comment. Community member Ray Pasqua asked the 

Council to allow him to pull permits for the construction of homes exceeding the amount allowed under current 

zoning regulations. Alderman Berrigan explained that grandfathering does not apply to zoning, adding that Mr. 

Pasqua must comply with the law. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper advised that any variance must be approved by 

the Planning and Zoning Board.     

Alderman Berrigan moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 11th DAY OF JULY, 2017. 

                           ______________________                                                    ___________________                                                       

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                      Greg Lemons, Mayor 


