
 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on November 6, 2018. 

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Mayor Lemons stated that to annex the maintenance barn and sewer plant properties, certain documents are needed. These 

include a survey and a petition requesting the annexation, sent from his office to Planning and Zoning. The Mayor 

requested that Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper ask her mother, former Town Clerk Donna Kilpatrick if she is aware of 

the location of related documents, such as a title or legal description for the property. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper 

agreed and asked Town Attorney Edward Deano to examine the possibility of annexing two other privately owned adjacent 

properties into the municipal limits. Mr. Deano asked the Mayor Pro Tem to forward the assessment information to his 

attention. 

Mayor Lemons advised that based on the Mayor Pro Tem’s request he had rescheduled professional planner, Steven 

Villavaso’s visit until the Town Council meeting on November 27.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper reviewed the Public Committee meeting procedure and went over information related 

to the committees. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Alderman Blitch-Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee meeting and accept the 

October 2018 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

Alderman Blitch Welliver opened discussion of an ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUE AND 

EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2019 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2019. Finance Director Niki 

Mendow began by noting that the presentation of the budget includes three parts including the Budget Message, the Budget 

Instrument, and the Budget Worksheets. Ms. Mendow said she anticipates completion of the 2018 3rd Quarter Financial 

Report prior to the next meeting. She extended an invitation to council members and attendees to visit her office for a 

review and or clarification of budget and financial related issues. Ms. Mendow advised that there have been adjustments 

to budget projections and directed residents to the website for the revised information. Residents commented on concerns 

related to expenditures for new projects while existing improvements need maintenance, emphasizing the need to retain 

every extra dollar to offset potential deficiencies in the sanitary sewer rehabilitation project. Residents also stated that the 

cost of contracted labor should be considered as part of the overall labor expense. Questions arose as to how to fund parks, 

playgrounds, and street lighting if the referendum was to fail and how to fund benefits if the Mayor’s position was  ordained 

as a full-time position. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-

Harper.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee meeting and to 

accept the October 2018 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

      Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of Instruments 2018-009, and 2018-010 ORDINANCE(S) AMENDING THE    TOWN OF 

ABITA SPRINGS CODE OF ORDINANCES PART 9 - PLANNING, ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT, CHAPTER 1 – PLANNING 

COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS, ARTICLE B. – HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS. 

Town Attorney Edward Deano reviewed the details related to authority, procedure, the inclusion of the oversight of 

exterior color, the adoption of design guidelines, and the authority of the Historic Commission to act in an advisory 

capacity regarding Historic Preservation issues. Historic Commission Chairman Ron Blitch expressed concern related to 

the pace of the adoption of the Historic Commission Design Review Guidelines. Mr. Blitch suggested that the proposed 

ordinances and changes be included for discussion at the November Historic Commission meeting. Mr. Deano explained 

the document clarifies which ordinance prevails in the case of a conflict. Discussion continued regarding the use of the 

words shall and should in the guidelines, and which is preferable. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper requested that the 

discussion of the proposed instruments be placed on the next Historic Commission agenda. Local resident Stewart Eastman 

stated that the term “garish” in referencing color, is subjective, meaning different things to different people. Mr. Deano 

offered counsel saying that there is guidance regarding other features, with a requirement that they must be compatible 

and conform to historic patterns in a neighborhood. This would serve to help avoid the pitfall to which Mr. Eastman 

referred. Local resident, Rhonda Scorsone reported that she was denied a variance for setbacks by Planning and Zoning 

in the Historic District, while another builder’s request was granted. She said she wanted the Board to be aware of the 

inequity. The Mayor Pro Tem made a motion to favorably recommend Instruments 2018-009 and 2018-010 to the 

November 27th Town Council meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.   



Alderman Berrigan invited Mr. Deano to discuss the repeal of the Planned Unit Development Ordinance. Mr. Deano 

reported that a moratorium on Planned Unit Developments is in place. This moratorium allows time to fully consider all 

options. He added that a repeal could exempt the problem from the solution. He acknowledged that current agreements 

with the existing PUD must be honored. Alderman Berrigan and Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper agreed that the 

moratorium has allowed time to consider how to best proceed, adding that this is a consideration for the council-elect. 

Several residents expressed their desire to do something about the current PUD. Some advocated for a repeal of the 

ordinance. The Board restated their position saying that out of respect for the new Council, the topic is best left for their 

consideration. 

Alderman Berrigan opened discussion of the Planning and Zoning recommendation to amend the Town of Abita Springs 

Code of Ordinances Section 9-215.1 Brookforest Residential District. Brookforest resident Donna Caire addressed the 

Board reviewing details and the history of the Brookforest regulations. Ms. Caire reported that a homeowner in the District 

constructed a guest cottage and has engaged in offering the structure for short-term rental. Ms. Caire along with other 

residents offered a petition and approached the Board requesting an opinion regarding whether this use constitutes a 

violation of the code. Mr. Deano offered that the rental of the guest cottage is not in compliance with Section 9-215 (a) 

(1) and (11). Planning and Zoning Commissioner Dan Underwood advised the Board that short-term rentals of primary 

dwellings in Brookforest would be considered at their upcoming meeting. Board members suggested the topic of short-

term rentals be reviewed in a broader context. Mr. Underwood agreed. Questions regarding the procedure to address code 

violations were posed. Mayor Lemons informed attendees that he would consult with counsel and handle accordingly.  

Alderman Berrigan notified attendees that setting the 2019 meeting dates would be deferred until the next meeting. 

      Alderman Berrigan reported that the zoning of Recreational District 11 from Residential to Park is not necessary because 

according to the Abita Springs Code of Ordinances Section 9-215 (a) (4) allowable uses include “Museums, libraries, 

parks, playgrounds, community centers owned and operated by a public agency.” With this, no action was taken or 

recommended.  

       Alderman Berrigan directed the Board’s attention to the document provided by Planning and Zoning, officially    

recommending annexation of Maurice and Christina McCance’s property on Heintz Rd. The annexation ordinance was 

introduced at the October meeting and the Public Hearing and adoption consideration is scheduled for the November 27th 

Town Council meeting. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE:  Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee meeting and to 

accept the October 2018 minutes, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

Alderman Murphy opened discussion of a resolution supporting an application to the Community Water Enrichment Fund 

for improvements to the Town’s water distribution system. Alderman Murphy pointed out that the topic has been discussed 

at a prior meeting and provides for improvements (chlorination injection points and the looping of the water supply lines.) 

Alderman Murphy made a motion to favorably move the resolution forward to the next Town Council meeting, seconded 

by Alderman Berrigan. Alderman Murphy moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development 

Committee meeting and to accept the October 2018 minutes, seconded by Alderman Murphy.  

Alderman Curtis opened discussion of interest in the St. Andrews Village Property. Mayor Lemons advised that the St 

Andrews Village PUD has expired, and that St Andrews Village would not pursue development. The owners have 

contacted a realtor to market the property as a possible location for a subdivision. Local resident, LeAnn Magee informed 

the Board of the Abita Committee for Sustainable Energy’s efforts to cultivate interest in the property as a location for a 

community solar farm. She said that these efforts are in the preliminary viability and feasibility stage and that she would 

keep the Board apprised of developments. Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 

Alderman Berrigan made a motion closing the meetings, seconded by Alderman Curtis. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 6th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2018. 

 

_______________________                                         ___________________________ 

                             Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                  Greg Lemons, Mayor 


