
 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

The following minutes were taken at the regular monthly meeting of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen on September 20, 2016 

at the Town Hall in Abita Springs, Louisiana. Mayor Lemons called the meeting to order.  

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Mayor Lemons recognized Cindy Chatelain as Employee of the Month. The Mayor advised that Ms. Chatelain has recently made 

significant contributions to the Town, which will be detailed in upcoming meetings. Next, the Mayor reported on the Helis Oil 

announcement that their drilling efforts in St Tammany Parish would permanently cease. The Mayor advised that Helis determined 

that to pursue the operation was not economically viable, but cautioned residents to realize that this decision may not in fact be 

“permanent.” The Mayor then introduced Rose and Leo Combes from the non-profit organization “Compassion that Compels.” Ms. 

Combes explained that the organization provides items both practical and spiritual to women from around the world who are 

battling cancer. The Mayor proclaimed October and November “Compassion that Compels” month. The Combes and another guest 

thanked the Mayor. Mayor Lemons then invited Dave Mancina and Cheryl Beaver from the National Alliance of Mental Health 

(NAMI) to speak. Mr. Mancina summarized the mission of the organization saying it is to increase awareness and advocate for 

families and persons with mental illness envisioning prevention, education, training as the primary pathways to better services and 

a healthier community. Mr. Mancina also presented an overview of upcoming activities. Mayor Lemons then proclaimed 

recognition of the week of October 2nd through the 8th as National Mental Illness Awareness Week. Lastly, the Mayor directed the 

Aldermen’s attention to the 2017 draft of the Budget Message. The Mayor went on to ask everyone to review all of the provided 

budget information and reminded everyone that Ms. Mendow, the Town’s Financial Clerk would be happy to answer any questions 

they might have.  

ROLL CALL:    

Council members Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy, and Blitch Welliver were present.  Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper 

moved to accept the August 16, 2016 Town Council Meeting minutes, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. All present were in 

favor. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to accept the Second Quarter 2016 Financial Report, seconded by Alderman Murphy. All 

present were in favor.  

STPSO: 
Lt. Williams gave his monthly report. The Lieutenant stated that theft from unlocked motor vehicles continues to be a problem with 

most activity occurring between the hours of midnight and 2am.    

FIRE DISTRICT 8: 

Chief Glenn reported 60 calls for the month of August. The Chief noted that the Town of Abita Springs had eight motor vehicle 

accidents with injury during the last month. The District decided, in cooperation with LSU, to host a motor vehicle extraction class 

with confirmed participation from five other districts. The class will be held the week of October 10th through the 14th .  

TOWN ENGINEER: 

Mayor Lemons advised that road striping project in Town has been completed. The Mayor announced that the cemetery parking lot 

project is progressing nicely and is approximately one third of the way complete. Also touched upon, were efforts to secure funding 

for  the sewer rehabilitation project and the completion timetable for the traffic circle repairs. 

The Mayor announced the resignation of Town Marshal, Joe Candilora. The Mayor explained that the job has been posted and that 

he hopes to have a candidate for his replacement in the very near future. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Mayor Lemons opened discussion of A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS TO EXPRESS ITS 

INTENT TO CONTRACT THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, inviting counselor for the 

petitioner, Bill Magee to address the board. Mr. Magee explained to the Board that the petitioners originally chose to annex into the 



 

 

Town based on agreements with the prior administration wherein they understood that certain infrastructure considerations were to 

be extended. Later the petitioners filed suit alleging that these certain agreements were not honored. Judgement was in favor of the 

defendant, the Town of Abita Springs. Mr. Magee, referencing the judgment noted that reportedly town officials stated that there 

would be no opposition to the de-annexation of the involved property. Mr. Magee went on to say that due to the property owners 

experience with the Town that they have chosen to pursue de-annexation. Questions from the Board included whether the property 

owners, now Jackie Clark and Vincent Centanni intend to develop the property. Mr. Magee explained that they would like to do 

something with the property, however a large portion is wetlands and that the cost to develop the property at this time is 

comparatively prohibitive. Mayor Lemons informed the Board and Mr. Magee that the legal description in the resolution does not 

correspond to the survey. Town Counsel, Edward Deano asked that the record reflect that the resolution would be corrected to 

conform to the legal survey. Alderman Berrigan moved to adopt A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE TOWN OF ABITA 

SPRINGS TO EXPRESS ITS INTENT TO CONTRACT THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, 

seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper.  The vote was: Yeas: 5 Alderman Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy, and 

Blitch Welliver, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mayor Lemons asked the Board to defer consideration of instrument 2015-007 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ZONING 

AND ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN LAND INTO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, LOUISIANA 

AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS. The Mayor explained that St. Tammany Parish is taking the annexation under 

advisement and will consider the topic at their October 6th meeting. Mayor Lemons said that he will attend the meeting and 

requested the Board defer consideration until the Town’s October 18th Town Council Meeting. Alderman Curtis moved to defer the 

instrument to the October Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper. The vote was: Yeas: 5 Alderman 

Berrigan, Curtis, Kilpatrick-Harper, Murphy, and Blitch Welliver, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Abstain: 0. Historic Commissioner Ron 

Blitch requested that the historic overlay be extended to include the proposed annexed property on Harrison.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

The Mayor introduced Adrienne Juttner coordinator of “Keep Abita Beautiful” to speak regarding hers and others efforts to 

establish the local Keep America Beautiful affiliate. The Mayor acknowledged the Adopt a Street Program and adopted the 

cemetery area near his home. Ms. Juttner explained that much work has gone on behind the scenes to bring the affiliation to 

fruition. She noted that a litter survey was executed by a number of volunteers and named the current volunteers including Kate 

Desommes, Martha Gruning, Barbara Jackson, and Rachel Lambert. Ms Juttner also mentioned the Friends of the Park noting their 

support. Ms. Juttner invited the Aldermen to participate in upcoming events including the official announcement of the Keep Abita 

Beautiful affiliation at the October 16th Water Festival and a statewide event scheduled for March 10, 2017. Alderman Kilpatrick-

Harper accepted Ms. Juttner’s invitation stating that she would enlist the support of a local business partner and invited her 

colleagues to do the same. Mayor Lemons thanked Progressive Waste for their donation to the program and to Ms. Juttner for her 

hard work.  

 OPEN/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Local resident Ron Blitch addressed the Board giving a brief history of the establishment of the Historic District. Mr. Blitch stated 

that he is dedicated to the Town of Abita Springs and encouraged the enforcement of all of its ordinances to include historic and 

tree ordinances. The Mayor and Aldermen thanked Mr. Blitch for his comments. 

Local property owner Ray Pasqua addressed the Board requesting they work with him to develop his property. 

Alderman Kilpatrick-Harper announced upcoming events including the Water Festival scheduled for October 16, 2016.     

    Alderman Murphy moved to adjourn the Town Council Meeting, seconded by Alderman Curtis. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 20th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2016. 

_______________________                                        __________________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                                Honorable Greg Lemons, Mayor 


