
 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on August 1, 2017. Alderman Blitch Welliver led the pledge of 

allegiance and Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper opened the meeting.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee Meeting and to accept 

the July 2017 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Mayor Lemons opened a discussion of the deteriorated 

condition of holiday lighting. The components have degraded to the point where it is unsafe to continue operation. The Mayor 

suggested that the lighting be removed and replaced. He solicited opinions from the Aldermen and asked if they were 

supportive of plans to replace the lighting on select trees. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper noted that residents sponsored 

holiday tree lighting in the past and may be interested in supporting the project again. Alderman Murphy requested a 

spreadsheet of projected costs. Mayor Lemons responded to the Mayor Pro Tem’s interest by asking if she would like to 

spearhead efforts to fund the project. Alderman Blitch Welliver volunteered to support Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper in the 

endeavor. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the committee meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE:   

Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee Meeting and to accept the July 2017 minutes, seconded by 

Alderman Berrigan. With no new business on the agenda, Alderman Murphy moved to close the committee meeting, seconded 

by Alderman Berrigan. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  

Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and to accept the July 2017 minutes, seconded by 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Mayor Lemons announced a Public Hearing related to the notice of intent to issue bonds or 

other indebtedness not to exceed $7,000,000 scheduled for September 5, 2017 at 5:30pm. Alderman Blitch Welliver moved to 

close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  
Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development Committee Meeting and to accept the July 2017 minutes, seconded 

by Alderman Murphy. Alderman Curtis yielded to the Mayor for a discussion of the Abita Meadows Developmental 

Agreement. The Mayor stated that he felt a fair agreement had been reached. Local residents expressed concerns over density, 

burdens on the Town’s infrastructure, flooding, adequate police protection, and the impact on the Abita Springs aesthetic. 

Alderman Murphy asked the Mayor about forgoing certain infrastructure capacity fees and the provision in the agreement 

related to required future road expansion. Mayor Lemons confirmed some fees would not be assessed and the roadway would 

be constructed to standards necessary to accommodate ingress and egress to the PUD. The developer would not be responsible 

for upgrades to accommodate future expansion along the corridor unrelated to the PUD. Historic Commission Chairman Ron 

Blitch addressed the Committee. Mr. Blitch expressed the importance of maintaining the historic character of Abita Springs on 

the corridor. He asked the Aldermen to give careful consideration to the agreement and to allow the Historic Commission 

purview over corridor development. Alderman Murphy suggested a meeting with the developer to discuss ideas and reach a 

compromise. Mr. Blitch and Developer Attorney Paul Mayronne agreed. Mayor Lemons pointed out that the development 

would contribute to the community and that the developer has a good reputation. He reminded attendees that development is 

inevitable. The Mayor noted that it is preferable that the development occur with benefit to and oversight by Abita Springs. 

Alderman Curtis introduced the next topic related to the three-phase plan to develop the Harrison Avenue Extension. Mayor 

Lemons reported that the Regional Planning Commission in coordination with St. Tammany Parish and the Town of Abita 

Springs is undertaking a land use and transportation study for the Harrison Avenue Extension from LA Hwy. 59 to LA Hwy. 

36. The Mayor explained that the Town of Abita Springs would  construct the roadway from Highway 59 to the Tammany 

Trace. St. Tammany Parish would be responsible for development of the middle section of the roadway and secure necessary 

Section 404 Permits, with Abita Meadows Developers completing the section east to Highway 36. Alderman Curtis moved to 

close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Murphy. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick Harper asked attendees for final comments. Local residents urged the Aldermen to protect the unique 

quality that makes Abita Springs the charming community that it is. Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting of the Public 

Committees, seconded by Alderman Blitch Welliver. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 1
st
 DAY OF AUGUST, 2017. 

                                    ______________________                                                    ___________________                                                       

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                      Greg Lemons, Mayor 


