
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are from the meetings of the Public Committees on March 6, 2018. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper called 

the meeting to order. The Mayor Pro Tem reviewed meeting procedures and assigned Alderman Berrigan to participate in 

the Finance Committee meeting in Alderman Blitch Welliver’s absence.  

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Lemons announced that he would like to address concerns noted by the Board 

regarding the replacement of the Town Center Sign. The Mayor reported that the plans for the sign would be submitted to 

the Historic Commission for their review and approval. Mayor Lemons also reviewed the qualifying turn-key bids 

explaining that Coogan & Coogan, Inc. provided the lowest qualifying bid. The Board questioned the funding, specifically 

the advertising agreement with payments made from Citizens Bank & Trust Co. to Coogan & Coogan Inc. Alderman 

Murphy noted that it appears that the current agreement serves to satisfy the unexpired term of the original agreement, 

adding that it also would fulfill a deficit in the purchase price after application of insurance proceeds. Alderman Curtis and 

members of the public posed questions regarding the details of the agreement’s value. Additional questions were related to  

the scope of the town’s obligation to Citizens Bank & Trust Co. and Coogan & Coogan Inc. regarding advertising rights. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper expressed concern over the lack of specific appropriation for the expense of the sign and 

suggested that the project should be reconsidered. The Mayor Pro Tem commented that in her opinion there should be a 

new request for proposals. Objections to the cost of the sign were voiced by attendees and local resident Dennis Ledet 

questioned the value of the advertising agreement. Town Attorney Edward Deano offered to work with Mr. Ledet to clarify 

these details.  

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE: Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Governmental Committee Meeting and to 

accept the February 2018 minutes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper. Community member Gary Simon 

addressed the Board and visitors. Mr. Simon noted the well-known detrimental effects that single use plastic bags have on 

the environment. He went on to summarize the negative impact of these, stating that they choke wildlife,  do not break down 

in our landfills and oceans, add to our demand for oil, and are not easily recycled. Mr. Simon passionately presented 

information highlighting details including estimates of how much plastic contaminates the earth’s oceans. Mr. Simon 

appealed to the Board to consider an ordinance prohibiting single use plastic bags in the Town of Abita Springs. Attendees 

largely expressed support for the ordinance. Keep Abita Beautiful Chairperson Adrienne Juttner mentioned that clean-up 

activities take a great deal of effort and largely consist of picking up disposable plastics. Ms. Juttner suggested that 

government can be proactive in assisting with these efforts through regulation. After a few questions, the Board thanked 

Mr. Simon and moved to the next topic. An update of the Abita Oaks Subdivision parking requirements followed. Mayor 

Lemons suggested that the Board require the developer to build the sixteen-spot parking lot included in the original plot and 

replace the second designated parking lot with a recreational/playground area. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper revisited 

a discussion from the prior meeting. The Mayor Pro Tem questioned the suggestion that the Board consider a sixteen-spot 

parking area in lieu of the eleven-spot parking lot and recreational area proposed by Investar Bank to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission. Responding to an inquiry presented by the Mayor Pro Tem, Town Attorney Edward Deano confirmed 

that either plan is allowed. Mayor Lemons stated that he is agreeable to the eleven-spot plan but his support is predicated 

on Investar’s funding, execution, and oversight of the construction. Discussion related to the process and requirements 

followed with instruction from Mr. Deano. It was noted that Planning and Zoning would consider and make 

recommendations regarding amendments to the original developmental agreement. Any amendment would require a public 

hearing and introduction and adoption of an ordinance. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the Governmental Committee 

meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper   

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE:   

Alderman Murphy moved to open the Infrastructure Committee Meeting and to accept the February 2018 minutes, seconded 

by Alderman Berrigan. Mayor Lemons invited Town Engineer Andre Monnot to speak regarding the status of the sewer 

project. Mr. Monnot reported that the town is currently in the investigative stage of the project and that smoke testing is 

complete. While the report on smoke testing is being prepared, cleaning trucks and tv crews have been mobilized. Mr. 

Monnot added that crews  are cleaning every linear foot of the town’s gravity fed main sewer line. Completion of this stage 

is anticipated in early June. Mayor Lemons directed visitors to view the town’s website and Facebook page for specific 



details regarding the location of work crews. Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper stated that work on the town’s sewer has 

been an ongoing effort for many years. Local resident Sissy Wiggin expressed her desire to go on record with a complaint 

regarding the discharge of raw sewage from the town’s sewer system which flows into her yard and the Abita River. Ms. 

Wiggin described unbearable smelly conditions and took exception to the claim that the sewer has been maintained. She 

added that she and her husband began reporting problems in 2002. Ms. Wiggin stated that she believes that over the years 

their complaints were not taken seriously and have been dismissed. Ms. Wiggin asked how long must she wait for a 

resolution. Responding to a question posed by another, Alderman Berrigan explained that Ms. Wiggin’s situation is a 

complicated issue in that the gravity fed system accumulates water and travels to this low area near her home. Mayor 

Lemons commented that the administration is working on a mitigation plan until a more permanent fix can be implemented. 

Alderman Murphy moved to close the meeting, seconded by Alderman Berrigan.         

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  

Alderman Berrigan moved to open the Finance Committee Meeting and accept the February 2018 minutes, seconded by 

Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  Town Clerk Kathy Armand announced that at its meeting to be held on Tuesday, April 

17, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 22161 Level Street, Abita Springs, Louisiana, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

of the Town of Abita Springs, State of Louisiana, plans to consider adopting a resolution ordering and calling an election to 

be held in the Town of Abita Springs to authorize the renewal of an ad valorem tax. Alderman Murphy requested that details 

related to the millage referendum be included in the town’s website postings.  Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper requested 

announcements continue at each meeting. The Mayor Pro Tem reminded staff to include the Board in millage related 

communications. Alderman Berrigan moved to close the meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kilpatrick-Harper.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  

Alderman Curtis moved to open the Economic Development Committee Meeting and to accept the February 2018 minutes, 

seconded by Alderman Murphy. With no new business to discuss, Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting, seconded 

by Alderman Murphy. 

Closing public comment included a timetable of upcoming beautification efforts and Earth Fest activities presented by Keep 

Abita Beautiful Chairperson Adrienne Juttner.  

 

Alderman Curtis moved to close the meeting of the Public Committees, seconded by Alderman Berrigan. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 6th DAY OF MARCH 2018. 

 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

Kathy Armand, Town Clerk                                                      Greg Lemons, Mayor 


